In the senile bladder insufficiency, without (a) or with (b) hypertrophy of the prostate, the presence of residual urine is the fact of primary importance, and to it almost all the other symptoms and dangers of the ailment are due.
(a) Without hypertrophy of the prostate.
Much attention has been directed to prostatic hypertrophy as an important factor in the causation of urinary trouble in old men, to the neglect of other lesions which produce clinically very similar results, although on digital examination the prostate will be found to be small, and no intravesical enlargement of the lobes can be discovered on (Figs. 3 and 4, pp. 8, 9 ). The outlet of the bladder is closed before the viscus is empty, and a quantity of residual urine is left. This is the condition while active contraction is going on, but if it is arrested the bladder settles down, as it were, and assumes a spherical form. When a few minutes later a second attempt is made to micturate, the contraction again passes through all the phases described above, and before the neck of the bladder is again plugged almost all the residual urine has escaped; if not, a third attempt may be necessary. The larger the quantity of urine originally in the bladder the greater will be the residuum, and the oftener will the patient be required to exert himself to get rid of it. I With the "quiet bladder" two courses may be followed. Churchill).
(7To be continued.)
